The main pillars of the project are:

Identifying important biodiversity
hotspots for the target species through
extensive field surveys using modern
methods, such as telemetry (using
satellite transmitters placed on the
animals), visual recordings from boats and
aerial vehicles, acoustic detection of
whales and dolphins with hydrophones,
and genetic detection of species through
environmental DNA.

Mapping economic activities that threaten
these species (commercial fishing,
tourism, production and transport of
energy at sea, maritime traffic), and
applying spatial planning methods to
select areas suitable for inclusion in the
Natura 2000 network.

Developing and operating an integrated
monitoring plan to regularly assess the
conservation status of the protected
species, and establishing an early warning
system to ensure immediate protective
actions when necessary.

Building the capacity of management
authorities for the effective management
of the protected areas through the
creation of a "Marine Conservation Task
Force" and a "Marine Conservation
School" for training members of the
management units.

Implementing policy actions in
collaboration with competent authorities,
involved bodies, and stakeholders, as well
as public awareness initiatives for the
effective protection of marine areas and
the implementation of the EU Biodiversity
Strategy for 2030.
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Conservation of priority spacies
of marine megafauna in Greece and Italy
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Loggerhead Audouin’s Gull Cuvier’s Common Mediterranean Sperm whale Harbour Monk seal Green turtle
turtle Ichthyaetus Beake Whale dolphin shearwater Physeter porpoise Monachus Chelonia mydas

Caretta caretta audouinii Ziphius Delphinus Puffinus macrocephalus Phocoena monachus

cavirostris delphis yelkouan phocoena
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